Interested in world affairs but feel like you don’t know
enough to discuss them intelligently?
Join us for impartial, thought-provoking analyses on eight issues of concern to
U.S. policymakers

GREAT DECISIONS 2013
Foreign Policy Association
Discussion groups co-sponsored by
League of Women Voters of La Plata County and Durango Public Library
Topic/Moderator

Tuesdays
Thursdays
11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Future of the Euro
January 29
January 31
Egypt
February 12
February 14
NATO
February 26
February 28
Myanmar and Southeast Asia
March 12
March 14
Humanitarian intervention
March 26
March 28
Iran
April 9
April 11
China in Africa
April 23
No Thursday session this week*
Threat assessment
May 7
May 9
Durango Public Library
1900 East Third Avenue
Program Room 2, Main Floor
Brown bag lunch
* Please plan to attend Tuesday April 23 session
The order of topics in the briefing book may be different from the schedule shown above.
Please follow the schedule.
Checks for $22 for each briefing book should be made out to “LWVLPC”
and mailed with the bottom of this form by December 30 to:
Pat Chatfield, 50 Brookstone Court, Unit A, Durango, CO 81301
Questions: Pat Chatfield, 970-247-1692 or patchwork@gobrainstorm.net
More information about Great Decisions and the Foreign Policy Association
www.fpa.org or click on our web site www.lwvlaplata.org
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Phone number: ________________Email address: _____________________________________

Great Decisions 2013 Topics
Future of the euro by Erik Jones
How did the 2008 global recession contribute to the development of the euro crisis? The health of the euro
affects and is affected by the state of the global economy. How can European Union leaders prevent the
collapse of the common currency?
Egypt by Bruce Rutherford
The popular revolution that ousted President Hosni Mubarak in 2011 ushered in the promise of radical
change. Two years later, what is the state of Egyptian democracy? How will the military and the civilian
government balance power?
NATO by Mark Webber
How has NATO’s agenda evolved since its inception during the cold war? With its military commitment in
Afghanistan winding down and a recent successful campaign in Libya, what are the Alliance’s present-day
security challenges?
Myanmar and Southeast Asia by Barbara Crossette
The West has welcomed unprecedented democratic reforms made by Myanmar’s government. What
challenges must Myanmar overcome before it can fully join the international community? What role can it
play in Southeast Asia?
Intervention by Thomas Weiss
The “responsibility to protect” doctrine has become central to modern humanitarian intervention. When
should the international community intervene? Why did the West rush to intervene in Libya but not Syria?
Iran by John Limbert
Suspicion and a troubled history have blighted U.S.-Iranian relations for three decades. How can the United
States and Iran move forward? Is the existence of Iran’s nuclear program an insurmountable obstacle?
China in Africa by David Shinn
What interests govern China’s engagement in Africa? Should China’s growing emphasis on political ties and
natural resource extraction inform U.S. relations with African nations?
Threat assessment by Gregory Treverton
How can the United States address the challenges of a weak economy, homegrown terrorism and nuclear
proliferation? What threats and opportunities are presented by the ascendancy of China and by regime
change in the Middle East?

